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About the University
“To nurture teachers of tomorrow with the
transformative knowledge of Indian tradition
and usher in a new era of teacher education,
focusing upon the integral development of
teachers.” ‐ The Vision Statement
Indian Institute of Teacher Education (IITE),
established in 2010 is a brainchild of the then
CM of Gujarat Shri Narendra Modi. He wanted
to establish an institute which would produce
world class teachers and export them. At a
time when the world is facing shortage of
teachers, he wanted India to lead from the
front. If you send a businessman to a foreign
land, he controls dollars, but if you send a
teacher s/he would control the whole
generation Modi used to say.
“To provide integrated courses in teacher
education, marked and deﬁned by value‐
education, global outlook, and
interdisciplinary.” – The Mission Statement
Narendra Modi is one of the few such
visionaries who thought that 21st century
education would not just consist of a degree
but an all‐inclusive setup, and hence the idea of
innovative, residential, integrated degrees was
brought in to existence. To lend a material
shape to the best educational philosophies
from across the world, a team of experts led by
legendary Indian academician and philosopher
Shri Kireetbhai Joshi and other scholars of
national and international stature came
together to design the curriculum of IITE.

About Guru Drona Skill
Development Center
With the launching of the "Guru Drona Skill
Development Centre" there was a very
optimistic mood on the campus of IITE. And
the mood is bound to be upbeat, after all in
the last one year we at IITE, Gujarat did lot of
innovations and are very close to developing a
unique model of teacher education. The
unique features of this model are;
1.

Soft skills enhance employability

2. Project Based Learning makes learning full
of fun and interesting
3. The Innovation and start up cells help the
students bring out the creative side
4. Horse riding and Judo Karate bring out
adventurism
5. The mentors and counsellors take care of
emotional quotient

Taking care of Employability
through soft skills

Project based learning makes
the learning fun and interesting

According to reports the employability of
graduates in teaching sector is about 15%. With
85% of the total graduate unemployable in
teaching sector, it calls for timely intervention
in India’s higher education system towards
producing more employable teaching
graduates. Last year we conducted many
studies, on our students to ﬁnd out reasons
for un‐employability. Many known
organisations have been working in this area,
their ﬁndings are publicly available. The
ﬁndings are common. At entry level you
expect a teaching graduate to come with
certain skills such as communication, ability to
speak English, work as a team, and basic
computer knowledge, but these are mostly
absent today.

Not only skill courses, IITE has brought
changes in the main course content too. After
intense discussions it was decided that the
teaching methods need to be changed.
Classroom teaching will be aided by Project
based learning method and Active learning
method.

Supported by these ﬁndings, we at IITE have
decided to train the students in soft skills like
communication, information technology,
school management, and
Dance/Drama/Painting. We have introduced a
course called DIPTI (Developing Integral
Personality through Innovation). This course is
intended to teach students responsibilities in
life. It has been close to a year now that we
are training the students in soft skills and the
feedback is extremely encouraging. Parents
and students have expressed happiness and
satisfaction on the introduction of these
courses. A survey conducted on the students
who are being trained in soft skills has
concluded that the students are showing signs
of improvement. They are more conﬁdent,
disciplined, speak better English, learning very
fast through the exposure given to them and
are better presenters in the classroom.

Our aim is to nurture young minds become
open minded, well‐ read and well‐travelled
teachers. It was felt that if the students are
exposed to best institutes located in Gujarat
they would learn the best practices, the world
class working methods and the history of the
institutes, which ultimately would help them
improve the productivity of the place they
would be working as a teacher.
Also a would‐be teacher needs to be well
informed about Gujarat. Studying about the
heritage, architecture, history, civilisation,
tourism and entrepreneurship of Gujarat will be
extremely helpful as a teacher. Therefore, we
have made these concepts part of the
curriculum in the form of PBL.

Theme of the Conference
The International Conference on “Beyond the Classrooms: Towards Excellence ‐ Innovative
Practices in Teacher Education” is an eﬀort to provide platform to the stake‐holders of
Teacher Education Systems to come forward and share the best practices to make schooling
more enjoyable. This conference aims to disseminate the innovations made by IITE in the area
of Skill Development of the future teachers with a vision to create a Skilful India in coming
years. This is the right time to experiment in to the existing Teacher Education System of the
country because of the miracles of Information and Communication Technology. Today, India
is Infrastructure‐Savvy nation and It is the duty of Teacher Educators to explore the greatest
possibilities to utilize this infrastructure.
IITE has made adventurous changes in the methodology of teaching the Teachers and is
desirous to incorporate novel ideas and practices which enable the Teachers to make students
more skilful. Through this Conference, IITE would like to dialogue with the Leaders of the
Field, i.e. Finland, South Korea, Japan and like to learn from them.
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